
POWER  Sustainability Questions  
 
Name: Stella Finch   Period: 1  Date: 3.5.12 
 
Sustainability Questions - You will need to explain your answers, show any work 
if necessary, and provide a list of resources at the end or each question. 
 
In your own words define sustainability. 
Sustainability is when something is maintained well. 
 
What is the definition of sustainable food? 
I guess sustainable food maintains your health and keeps you alive. 
 
What kind of food can we grow easily within a 150 mile radius of Albuquerque? 
Green chile and corn. 
 
Calculate/estimate the open surface area potential of the campus of Bulldog city.  What areas 
are you counting? why? 
The open surface area potential is roughly 168,000 ft squared.  I am counting one of the parking 
lots and one of the fields, because they have a little potential to be turned into something 
sustainable. 
 
What kind of vegetation would be ideal for that surface? why? 
Probably a lot of vegetable and grains because it is a flat surface with a lot of sunlight. 
 
What kinds of food can we grow on campus? why? 
LEGAL FOOD BECAUSE IT ISN’T ILLEGAL. We can grow vegetables and fruits; read above 
question. 
 
What kind of meat could we raise on campus? why? 
Maybe chicken and cows, because those are simple and if they were under the right conditions, 
that would work out well. 
 
Given the campus’s conditions, what would be the ideal calorie food to produce? 
Beef and corn. 
 
What other sustainability benefits might that food provide? 
Because the food is local and healthily grown, it would almost be like straight out of whole 
foods. It wouldn’t have any preservatives or anything. 
 
What would be the most sustainable food to produce on campus? 
Probably things with calories and that’s healthy, too.  So maybe beef and corn, or something 
like that. 
 
Based on your my plate/ pyramid tracker  plan, how much land would it take to feed you for a 
year? I would need around six acres. For the mixture of foods that would be grown, the good 
amount would be about six acres. The mixture is a combination of foods in the food pyramid like 
meats, grains, vegetables, fruits, and dairy. 
 
How much New Mexico land would it require to feed you for a year? 



I just said six acres above. 
 
Which crops and meat would you choose? Why? 
I SAID CORN, BEEF, CHICKEN, AND OTHER FRUITS AND VEGETABLES IN LIKE 3 OTHER 
ANSWERS. 
 
If the estimated 7 billion people on the planet were to eat the same diet as you how much land 
would that require? 
Around 42 billion acres. 
 
How much land can we farm on the planet? 
Not that much, because there are buildings in many cities. Nobody would want crops in EVERY 
potential place to grow food. There would be too much surplus and it would be stupid. 
 
Why might there be a discrepancy between the your land needs and the rest of the worlds? 
There might be too much sun and too little water. 
 
Describe 2 farming technologies that will make food production more efficient. 
Watering machines and tractor-type things that help pick crop. I know they are already existent, 
but they would make AHS much more efficient.  
 
 
 
 
However, I don’t find this a realistic idea.  There will never be a farm at AHS. There might be a 
small garden, but no farm. Who would keep the farm going, students? Nobody would be there to 
water or take care of it; everybody is busy teaching and learning. This is not the place for any 
crops, it’s already a school. There are many other places to build up a farm, AHS is not a 
suitable one, though. 


